Têmporas/テンプラ
– Kanji HASEGAWA, Toru ISHII, Kazuma KOIKE, Takahiro KOMURO,
Taketo MASUI, Taku OBATA, Ryuichi OHIRA, piczo, Shuhei YAMADA
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Top: Toru Ishii, NOON WALER_MAN 01, 2022, Dye on silk, 62.6 x 62.6 x 5.8 cm (ishitr0117)
Left: Taku Obata, Burning Silver, 2022, Bronze with silver burnishing, 36 x 19 x 13.3 cm (obata0003)
Right: Ryuichi Ohira, Blue Pineapple with Dolphin, 2022, Wood and paint, 43 x 26 x 11 cm (oohira0001)
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Top left: piczo, 0624AmaneTaniguchiK9, 2021, Photo print, 72.7 × 54.5 cm (piczo0007)
Top right: Kanji Hasegawa, Koka Kola #5, 2022, Mixed media (Japanese mountain peach, gold leaf, ceramic,
copper wire), 42 × 27 × 24 cm (hasegawa0001)
Bottom Left: Shuhei Yamada, Service, 2021, Canvas, screen print, 162 x 112 x 3 cm (shuheiyamada0001)
Bottom right: Kazuma Koike, BC211225, 2021, Ceramic, 18.5 x 13.5 x 10.5 cm (koike0002)
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Left: Taketo Masui, happying, 2021, Jomon pottery fragments, 27 × 12 × 12 cm (masui0002)
Right: Takahiro Komuro, Crystal prison black, 2021, Bronze, 41 x 27 x 13 cm (komuro0001)

Press Release
Sokyo Lisbon is pleased to announce Têmporas/テンプラ, a playful and humorous group
exhibition with works by Kanji Hasegawa, Toru Ishii, Kazuma Koike, Takahiro Komuro,
Taketo Masui, Taku Obata, Ryuichi Ohira, piczo and Shuhei Yamada. The show will be
the fourth of the artist collective KUROOBIANACONDA, and their first outside of Japan.
In Shuhei Yamada’s words, KUROOBIANACONDA’s leader who curated the exhibition
together with Toru Ishii: "in Têmporas/テンプラ we will create an environment out of
unconnected themes and media to intrigue the palate of the viewer. The show intends to
be like a serving of Japanese Tempura, with its variety of fried vegetables and seafood
accompanied by a piquant sauce. Tempura, a representative, even indispensable, dish in
Japanese cuisine, was brought to Japan by the Portuguese. It is a symbol of cultural
exchange and fusion. All the artists in the collective, who come from different
backgrounds and regions of Japan, grew up absorbing modern western culture from
movies to music, fashion to food. We hope our new variations on Tempura will appeal to
the visitors.” The idea of serving art to the visitor, just like food, has been present in all of
the group’s past exhibitions, whose titles were: Kirimi, which means fillet or slice, Wagiri,
the word used for round slice and Sanmaioroshi, filleting fish.
This time the exhibition references a word of possible Portuguese origins— tempura.
Têmporas is the name of the three-day periods at the beginning of each liturgical season
once prescribed by the Catholic church, when people of faith should abstain from eating
meat. It is thought that the 16th century Portuguese missionaries who visited Japan
would cook a typical Portuguese dish “peixinhos da horta” (batter coated and deep-fried
green beans) during these religious periods. Today, however, this period is no longer
marked by the Church and most Portuguese people only know the word “têmporas” as
referring to the body part temples.
Yamada has been deeply interested in how language can be influenced and changed
through time, and how our perceptions can alter words’ meanings. In his own work, the

artist frequently plays with written words, and how the absence of textual and contextual
clues in an image can influence our interpretations of it. Yamada wants the viewers to
question the work’s meaning and to arrive at their own conclusions. In the same way, the
visitors should come to their own interpretation of the exhibition’s concept.
Ohira also seems to leave his work’s interpretation to the viewer as he sculpts familiar
forms (such as cars and pineapples) but that apparently have no meaning. What
connects these shapes is a mystery that not even the artist can or has an interest in
solving. The objects simply please him and that is already a good enough reason to
create them.
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Even though unplanned, the forgotten religious meaning of the term “têmporas” is quite
relevant to the work of both Komuro and Hasegawa, as their work delves into ideas of
iconography and symbolism. Hasegawa’s connection with religion is the clearest, since
the artist is a Buddhist monk. Rather than representations of faith in traditional styles, his
sculptures are a reimagining of what contemporary icons might look like. Similarly,
Komuro also creates sculptures akin to sacred representations. However, his idols come
from his childhood and the artist’s toy-like figures are an exaltation of nostalgia.
Likewise, Obata draws inspiration from an early interest of his: breakdancing. He creates
his works not from motivations of art for itself, but because it is a way of exploring
dancing, fashion and the way bodies can move. These are also ideas central for piczo’s
pictures, as he often photographs models, actors and musicians, and works with fashion
brands.
While these artists are creating markedly contemporary imagery, Masui and Koike play
with the apparent temporal vagueness of their works. Inspired by Jomon pottery (ancient
ceramics that date from the Japanese Neolithic age) Masui creates primitive looking
sculptures that might have been made centuries ago. But while Masui’s inspiration has a
clear location and time period, Koike’s is a mix of many cultures. The results are “ancient
fictional artifacts” that seem familiar but carry an inherent ambiguity.
Both traditional and contemporary references are present in Ishii’s work. The artist
specializes in the centuries old technique of Yuzen dyeing and his textile paintings are
reminiscent of Ukiyo-e, the traditional Japanese woodblock prints. However, his subjects
are contemporary and portray modern issues in society, including current social and
economic events.
Connecting the nine artists is, as Yamada stated, the influence western culture had on
their formative years. And just like the Japanese people of the 16th century when they
encountered the food cooked by the Portuguese missionaries, these artists have taken
something that came from the outside and made it their own, like their individual versions
of tempura.
Special thanks to NANZUKA.
KUROOBIANACONDA
KUROOBIANACONDA (Kuro-Obi-Anaconda) is an art collective formed in 2019 by
classmates from Tokyo University of the Arts. The main five members are Shuhei
Yamada, Toru Ishii, Taku Obata, Ryuichi Ohira and Kazuma Koike. For Temporas/テンプラ

four guest members were invited: Kanji Hasegawa, Takahiro Komuro, Taketo Masui and
piczo.
KUROOBIANACONDA past exhibitions are: 01 KIRIMI, GINZA6 (2019) and 02 WAGIRI,
The 5th floor (2020), in Tokyo, Japan, and 03 SANMAIOROSHI , TEZUKAYAMA
GALLERY (2021) in Osaka, Japan.

About the artists
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Kanji HASEGAWA was born in 1990. He completed his studies at the Tokyo University
of the Arts, Department of Sculpture in 2016.
Solo exhibitions include: My Sútra, Kana Kawanishi Gallery, Tokyo (2019) and ALLDAY
TODAY, Gallery Hiroumi, Tokyo (2018). He has been awarded the Special Judges Prize
at the MAEBASHI ART COMPE LIVE 2012; the Mitsubishi Estate Prize at the GEIDAI
ARTS IN MARUNOUCHI 2014 and was a finalist at the sanwacompany Art Award / Art in
The House 2019.
Toru ISHII was born in 1981 in Shizuoka, Japan. The artist has a Ph.D. in Textile Arts
from the Tokyo University of the Arts.
Ishii has exhibited extensively both in solo and group shows in Japan and internationally
and his work is represented in the permanent collections of Tokyo University of the Arts
Museum, Tokyo, Japan; Victoria and Albert Museum, London, UK; Morikami Museum,
Miami, USA. Awards and grants include the Doctoral Program Final Exhibition Nomura
Art Prize, the Yoshino Gypsum Art Foundation Grant, the Mitsubishi Corporation Art Gate
Program Grant, and the Ise Cultural Foundation Exhibition, David Solo Award.
Kazuma KOIKE was born in 1980 and lives in Osaka, Japan. He spent his childhood in
Buenos Aires and his high school years in Barcelona. In 2003 Koike graduated from
Nihon University College of Art Department of Fine Arts majoring in Sculpture.
Recent solo exhibitions include: Omuro Museum, Mie (2021), Tezukayama Gallery,
Osaka (2020); Aishonanzuka, Hong Kong (2019) and Buddha Blues, Tezukayama
Gallery, Osaka (2017).
Takahiro KOMURO was born in 1985, in Tokyo, Japan. In 2011 he concluded his MFA in
the Department of Sculpture of Tokyo University of the Arts. The artist founded his studio,
TkoM Factory inc., in 2020.
Recent solo exhibitions: Wilderness, The Anzai Gallery, Tokyo (2022), White Hole, The
AnzaI Gallery, Tokyo (2021) and Flying mountain, OIL by Bijutsutecho, Tokyo (2020).
Taketo MASUI was born in 1979, in Kanagawa, Japan. He completed is M.F.A. at Tokyo
University of the Arts, in 2006. The artist currently works as a lecturer at Tokyo Zokei
University in the Department of Sculpture.
Recent solo exhibitions include: Good night, Spiral, Tokyo (2021); Taketo Masui
Sculpture Exhibition, Gallery Seiho, Tokyo (2020) and From it, CAGE exhibition, Tokyo
(2018).
Taku OBATA was born in 1980 and completed his master's degree in sculpture at the
Graduate School of Fine Arts, Tokyo University of the Arts, in 2008.
Selected exhibitions: Seven Days Too Long, Mirus Gallery, Denver (2019); Pn—Powers
of PLAY—, Chinretsukan, The University Art Museum, Tokyo University of the Arts,
Tokyo (2018); HYPER LANDSCAPE Transcending landscape, Watari-um Museum,

Tokyo (2018) and NEW VISION SAITAMA 5 The Emerging Body, Museum of Modern
Art, Saitama (2016). Obata was awarded the “Tokyo Wonder Wall” Grand Prize in 2008.
Ryuichi OHIRA was born in 1982 in Tokyo, Japan. In 2011 he completed his B.F.A. in
Sculpture at the Tokyo National University of Fine Art and Music, Tokyo. Currently lives
and works in Chiba, Japan. Ohira has exhibited extensively in Japan, both in solo and
group exhibitions.
Recent solo exhibitions: The Yellow Portal, 2G Tokyo & 3110NZ, Tokyo (2021);
CAR BONE DRAGON, TSUTAYA - SHOTEN Ginza, Tokyo (2021); PINEAPPLE,
Mitsukoshi Contemporary Gallery, Tokyo (2020) and Rhizome, Gallery Tsukigime, Tokyo
(2019).
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piczo graduated from London College Of Communication, Professional Photography
Practice, in 2005. Since 2012 he has been working between London and Japan. He has
collaborated with brands such as Gatorade, Pepsi, Japan Racing Association, snidel,
Victoria Beckam, JS lee, PEPE JEANS, EDWIN, Studio Nicholson, TOPSHOP,
WOOYOUNGMI, SUNSPEL, STUDIO NICHOLSON, SHISEIDO, UNIQLO, OYSHO and
LONGCHAMP.
Shuhei Yamada was born in 1974. He studied at the Department of Visual Drama,
Faculty of Representation of Tama Art University. In 2013, he was selected as the only
Japanese in the curation department of the Armory Show by Eric Scheiner (currently
director of Pioneer Works / New York), then director of the Andy Warhol Museum
(Pittsburgh). He has received the Photograph New Century Award for Excellence and the
gold medal at GEISAI#14.

About Sokyo Lisbon
Sokyo Lisbon is a contemporary art and ceramics gallery based in Portugal in partnership
with Sokyo Gallery, Kyoto, Japan. Sokyo Lisbon’s aim is to present the highest quality of
contemporary Japanese ceramics and works of art to a European audience including
works by artists such as Machiko Hashimoto, Mishima Kimiyo, Osamu Kojima, Moriyasu
Kimura, Toshio Matsui, Eiko Kishi, Toru Ishii and Satoru Hoshino, among others.
Atsumi Fujita is the Director of Sokyo Lisbon, Sokyo Gallery and Sokyo Annex in Kyoto,
and Sokyo Atsumi, in Tokyo. Founded in 2013, Sokyo Gallery represents over thirty
artists working in ceramics, painting lacquer, textiles, glass and metal. The gallery
participates regularly in international art fairs such as Artissima, ART021, Collect London,
Dangdai, Design Basel, TEFAF Maastricht. Sokyo Gallery works closely with prestigious
museums and institutions worldwide.

For further information please contact:
Helena Salgueiro
Email: helena.salgueiro@sokyolisbon.com
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