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Osamu Kojima
19-08, 2019
Ceramic
H36 × W23 × D29 cm
(kojiom0053)

Luke Fuller
Basin, 2022
Stoneware & Porcelain
H41 x W56 x D38 cm
(fuller0004)
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Shozo Michikawa
Sculptural Form Shino, 2018
Ceramic
H20.5 × W18.5 × D16.5 cm
(michsz0022)
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Natural materials take central stage in Sokyo Lisbon's new exhibition as we show works
by Osamu KOJIMA, Luke FULLER and Shozo MICHIKAWA. The three artists highlight
the natural origins of ceramics through their techniques and inspiration. The strength of
elemental materials is embraced in remarkably powerful pieces.
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The relationship of people with clay is an ancient one. Because clay is widely found in
nature we have been using it since prehistory to produce tools that help us in our daily
lives, or simply to create aesthetic forms that endlessly please or spiritually inspire us.
Clay is an honorable material that has allowed human societies to advance and to extend
their creativity. The shapes and colors we have given clay are so rich and diverse that we
often forget how organic are the processes involving mountain formation, water, erosion,
rocks, and sand. “Materials of the Earth” brings together three unique and very different
artists to celebrate their connections to the elemental features of ceramic artworks.
Osamu Kojima’s works are inspired by human artifice. His works appear like relics, left by
ancient civilizations and raise the feeling of remaining testimonies of societies, witnessing
their rise and inevitable downfall. They suggest how only nature’s elemental materials
can survive the passing of time. Kojima digs out veins of mountain clay and fires it to
preserve original lines, shapes and colors. He then puts together various pieces and
fuses them into a bigger work out of smaller parts. During this process, the artist is, in a
way, preserving geologic natural shapes. Time is held still through motionless clay
“rocks”, like craggy peaks, often with areas of limpid glaze that are like pools of frozen
water, in beautiful contemplative works.
Luke Fuller’s works echo the landscape of Wales, inspired by its mountains and rocky
coastal shorelines, waste mounds and sedimentary flats. Fuller does not forget evidence
of his own hometown’s industrial history. Port Talbot is home to one of the largest
steelworks in the world and its presence is an inescapable part of the scenery. Fuller’s
works resemble natural geologic strata and formations, but there is an element of
grittiness and sharpness to them, a rough power, recalling the giant furnaces of the
steelworks. Fuller’s body of work speaks of industrialization, but as well, of our
dependency on nature and the earth’s raw materials like iron and clay. We are reminded
of our constant attempts to dominate nature, much like the artist does with clay. But while
we try to control nature, there is a part of it beyond our control. And the nature
represented by Fuller could be considered one of insurgence.
If Fuller highlights the harshness of landscape and nature, and Kojima their stillness,
Shozo Michikawa shows us nature’s movement. The artist sees his work as a constant
conversation between himself and the material, considering his works as a partnership.
Allowing his works to have their own movement by letting the clay react to the throwing
wheel’s centrifugal force, Michikawa sees himself as but an interpreter of nature’s
intentions, giving it a channel to express itself. The results are artworks that twist and turn
in seemingly perpetual motion. And like in a volcanic eruption, the power of nature
emerges through the clay.

About the artists
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Osamu KOJIMA was born 1973, in Fukui, Japan, and currently lives and works in Mieprefecture, Japan. He spent several years in Tainan, Taiwan where he received his
Master of Arts at Tainan National University of the Arts. Working with clay for over 20
years, there is a fine line that separates the organic and the manufactured in his
artworks. Even though he uses unprocessed clay directly from natural deposits, his
work is deeply influenced by thoughts on society, nostalgia and memories from the
past. In his words: “Manufactured objects carry memories of human life, and even ruins
still emit the light of civilization…” Kojima’s work is especially appreciated for the clays
and glazes.
Awards include: Gold Prize (2012) and the Grand Prize (2016) at Taiwan Ceramics
Biennale; Bronze Award (2005 and 2014), 7th and 10th International Ceramics
Exhibition Mino, Gifu, Japan; 17th Shumei Cultural Foundation Prize, Shiga, Japan. His
work is represented in the collections of the KYOCERA Museum of Art, Kyoto, Japan;
Archie Bray Foundation, MT, U.S.A.; New Taipei City Yingge Ceramics Museum,
Taiwan.
Luke FULLER graduated in Ceramics & Glass from the Royal College of Art in 2020,
being awarded the Charlotte Fraser Scholarship for outstanding work. His art is inspired
by the realities of industrialization and our dependence on natural resources. The
artist’s carefully crafted pieces, that resemble geological artefacts, powerfully represent
the human need to control nature.
Fuller has won several awards, such as the New Designer of the Year, Business
Design Centre, 2018; and the Nagoya University of Art, Grand Prize, 2018. He is
represented in the collection of the Victoria and Albert Museum, London, UK.
Shozo MICHIKAWA was born in 1953 in Hokkaido, Japan. He studied at Aoyama
Gakuin University where he completed a degree in 1975. He lives and works in Seto,
Aichi. As one of the most acclaimed and international of contemporary Japanese
artists, Michikawa has developed a unique approach to ceramics and sculpture. He
says he builds from the negative space outward, but never considers the outside of a
piece. The colors are generated in the high-firing kiln where often natural earthy hues
develop or melt with applied materials such as silver, in the tanka or carbonization
process of reduction firing. He balances both traditional ceramic heritage techniques
with innovative forms. Michikawa’s works are often imbued with a strong sculptural
presence, but they always retain some type of function.
Michikawa's ceramics are in collections worldwide including the Victoria & Albert
Museum, London, UK; International Museum of Ceramics in Faenza, Italy; Los Angeles
County Museum, L.A, USA; Philadelphia Art Museum, USA; Modern Glass & Ceramic
Museum of Coburg, Germany and the China-Japan Exchange Center, Beijing, China.

About Sokyo Lisbon
Sokyo Lisbon is a contemporary art and ceramics gallery based in Portugal in
partnership with Sokyo Gallery in Kyoto, Japan. Sokyo Lisbon’s aim is to present the
highest quality of Japanese contemporary ceramics and works of art to an European
audience including works by artists such as Machiko Hashimoto, Mishima Kimiyo,
Osamu Kojima, Moriyasu Kimura, Toshio Matsui, Eiko Kishi, Toru Ishii, Heechang
Yoon, Satoru Hoshino and Kazuhito Kawai, among others.

Atsumi Fujita is the Director of Sokyo Lisbon, Sokyo Gallery and Sokyo Annex in Kyoto,
and Sokyo Atsumi, in Tokyo. Founded in 2013, Sokyo Gallery represents over thirty
artists working in ceramics, lacquer, textiles, glass and metal. The gallery participates
regularly in international art fairs such as Artissima, ART021, Collect London, Dangdai,
Design Basel, TEFAF Maastricht. Sokyo Gallery works closely with prestigious
museums and institutions worldwide.

M +351 925 552 534
art@sokyolisbon.com

Art gallery
Rua de São Bento 440
1250-221 Lisboa

Instagram @sokyolisbon
www.sokyolisbon.com

For further information please contact:
Helena Salgueiro
Email: helena.salgueiro@sokyolisbon.com
tel: (+351) 925 552 534
www.sokyolisbon.com
Instagram: @sokyolisbon

